
Gov. Edwards: If you'll bear with me just a moment, we've got some folks coming in. Thank all 

of you for being here this afternoon. Obviously this has been a very difficult time for Louisiana 

and for the nation. In our state and throughout the country, peaceful protests and demonstrations 

have been in the past and and are presently and certainly in the future can be a force for good. I 

can assure everyone that we are hearing the protesters. We are listening to their voices but I'm 

especially gratified that our citizens here in Louisiana to a very large degree have decided to 

protest in the constructive and peaceful manner. Yesterday alone more than 500 citizens 

peacefully marched in downtown Baton Rouge. Clearly those of the demonstrations those are the 

voices that are having the biggest impact and have the potential to move us forward and 

throughout the last several days with the hundreds of folks who have protested and marched at 

various locations day and night. Very, very few have engaged in anything that was unlawful 

those that did it was relatively minor misdemeanor offenses such as obstructing a roadway. The 

police tactics in response has been very moderate, I'm very proud of that as well and in fact is I 

stand before you there's been one injury to a police officer throughout all of this time. While one 

is too many, we can be thankful but it hasn't been more. So I want to thank the law enforcement 

officials from across Louisiana and I do mean from across Louisiana. While we're here in Baton 

Rouge and primarily we have the Baton Rouge Police Department and the Baton Rouge Sheriff's 

Office who are responding and providing for law and order here in Baton Rouge the fact of the 

matter is we have state troopers involved, we have folks from different sheriff's offices around 

the state of Louisiana. I want to thank them all for doing their part to keep the demonstrations 

peaceful and to put themselves at risk to keep the demonstrators themselves safe. As I've said 

from the start the best way to honor the memory of Alton Sterling, the Dallas law enforcement 

officers and Orlando Casteel is for peaceful demonstrations here in Louisiana. Now the sad fact 

is there are folks coming from outside of Louisiana into our state and into Baton Rouge and 

clearly they are welcome here so long as they're going to participate in a peaceful lawful manner. 

However they're not going to be allowed to come here and nor will our own citizens be allowed 

to incite hate and violence and to engage in unlawful activities and I want to be very clear that 

will not be tolerated. We don't operate like that in Louisiana I'm certainly proud of the people of 

this community and the fact that for the most part the vast majority of them have rejected the 

folks who are trying to incite them to violence or to do things that are unlawful. The Baton 

Rouge Community leaders across the state can rest assured that the demonstrations are for the 

most part taking place in a proper way that protects an individual's constitutional right to 

assemble and to have their voices heard. Law enforcement is doing everything within their 

power to keep everyone, the protesters and the community at large safe. Last night more than  

individuals were arrested for various reasons. To anyone who wants to peacefully protest in the 

community here in Baton Rouge or anywhere else in Louisiana it's critically important that you 

follow the direction of the law enforcement who were in that area. You have a right to be here, 

you have a right to demonstrate and clearly you have an obligation to protect both yourself and 

the surrounding community. If orders are made not to obstruct a roadway and you step out into 

the road that is cause for arrest, period. That is just as much for the safety of yourself as it is for 

the motorists and the law enforcement officers as well as other protesters in the area. Now today 

is Sunday typically a day of rest and certainly a day of prayer not much rest going on here 

although things have been relatively quiet but I can assure you, that as I always do I am praying 

for the people of Louisiana for our country and I would invite like-minded people to join their 

prayers to mind that we can all make sure that we move forward in a way that that is nonviolent, 

that is peaceful, and that we can make progress on so many fronts that that are so needed. As I've 



said time and again we're going to come out of this tragedy stronger and more united than ever. 

We have to if we're going to make a difference going forward with that I'm going to stop here 

and take a few questions if you have them. Yes sir... Well first of all, I'm not going to get too 

deep into the information we discussing the briefing there is so much information available out 

there that I can't tell you that i haven't heard it because all you got to do is go online and you will 

see some of this for yourself. We have very little in terms of credible sources of information that 

was suggested likely to happen but we are mindful that it is possible. We're also mindful that 

there are people who will from outside of Louisiana who will seek to use this as a way to elevate 

themselves and their organizations whether it's for recruiting purposes or for whatever serves 

their particular purposes at the time but at this point in time we're not, especially concerned that 

there's an awful lot of coordination going on from outside the state. We we are paying attention 

that however. Yes sir... Well first of all, you know we continually reevaluate what we're doing in 

light of the experiences we've had to see if there's a better way going forward but the fact of the 

matter is I'm very proud of the law enforcement of the way that they have responded to the fact 

that we've had so few arrests that such minimal balance since the shooting incident and you talk 

about the force last night. I'm not sure what what you're referring to and in terms of force from 

the police officers because everything that I can gather and what I've seen myself is is their 

response has been moderate and certainly it's in line with with the with the situation. I don't 

believe that they are being overly aggressive in fact that's not borne out in and just look at the 

statistics either the number of arrests that are being made or the number of of injuries to either 

protesters or to the law enforcement officers. So while we always seek to do better and and we're 

not perfect and we will do better, the fact of the matter is I'm very proud of the response that 

we've had so far. Yes ma'am...  Well, first of all I want to assure you and all the people in 

Louisiana that we will do whatever is required however long this may last to make sure that we 

keep law and order. That people are going to be safe whether they're the general public or 

whether they're protesters or whether they are law enforcement officers. I will tell you that at 

some point obviously it becomes very taxing for law enforcement agencies that's why it's so 

important that we have standing behind me folks who are from Sheriff's departments from 

around the state because the Sheriffs Association has a task force that exists exactly for this 

purpose. Sid Gautreaux, the Sheriff of East Baton Rouge Parish has called upon the task force to 

to respond in this situation. He's coordinating with them very closely and what this allows to 

happen is not only what do we have extra law enforcement officers on this on the streets here in 

Baton Rouge but the folks from the Baton Rouge Police Department and from the East Baton 

Rouge Sheriff's Office can rest and actually you recuperate a little bit so that they can quickly 

returned in good order back to the the protests and wherever they're going to be assigned. I'm 

going to ask Colonel Mike Edmonson from the State Police to address the question as well and 

then following that Sid Gautreaux from the East Baton Rouge Sheriff's office.  

 

Col. Edmonson: Thank you, Governor. Look where human beings, we're tired, we understand 

that we work through these issues. We train very hard with that. I can tell you we have an 

outstanding partnership of law enforcement in Louisiana. We may have different colored 

uniforms and different shapes of our badges, but I can assure you we are committed to public 

safety understand the trust the public place into it. If you were out last night you certainly saw 

Sheriff Gautreaux, you saw several shirts from the surrounding areas are there. You saw Chief 

Carl Dabadie, you saw myself because we're observing what's going on. We're making sure our 

guys get the proper rest, get hydrated, those types of things. We are bringing in police officers 



and first responders around the state to make sure that we're committed to public safety. It's not 

just about the safety of those people out there is also think to the police also there wanna make 

sure it's done so in a manner that is professional that's ethically sound and they're doing the 

things that's based on our training. It's a work in progress, we have to make changes we can 

certainly do that and we do so. We working very very closely with our faith based community 

but keep in mind also that there are individuals that organize these protests. We work with them 

on the front end to be very very proactive to make sure that we're addressing the needs of the 

people involved. So working with them doesn't give us the problems that we've had and we've 

seen happen in other states and the fact that we planned on these things and worked on these 

things together. But we are humans they do get tired out there we make sure we address that and 

have the necessary personnel to come in to work with them on that.  

 

Sheriff Gautreaux: Yeah, I'll just touch on which the governor said about our statewide 

emergency Task Force of the Louisiana Sheriffs Association. We have sheriffs here from the 

Ascension Parish Sheriff's Office, Livingston Parish Sheriff's Office, Calcasieu Sheriff's Office 

and we had a contingency come in today from the Caddo Sheriff's office. All of these deputies 

are highly trained not only in crowd control but special operations as well and the reason for it is 

not a show of force as the colonel said, as the governor said. We're not here for a show of force 

that's not it but we have to spill and we have to relieve these deputies and officers they get burn 

out they get tired and and we have to constantly shuffle people in and out so that's why they're 

here. I can tell you that were prepared for any contingency that may occur but we have we have 

the personnel here we need as the governor said, to not only ensure this officer safety to the 

public safety but also those are out there meet gathering and protesting as far as their safety is 

concerned as well. I will take this opportunity to touch on the arrests were made. We had  arrests 

that were made Friday night. We had one weapon confiscated then, we had a hundred and one 

arrests last night. Out of those arrests, the East Baton Rouge Sheriff's office was arresting agency 

on five of those arrests. Baton Rouge city police who is the lead agency in this made the other 

arrests. Yesterday, we confiscated an additional six firearms and that that that was a total number 

there. The majority of the people that are being arrested are from the Baton Rouge area. We have 

had some people that have been arrested as from out of crop from across the state and to date 

we've had nineteen people out of that total hundred and thirty-two but i think that have been 

arrested that are from from out of state so that kind of gives you an idea. They're all from the 

most of them were from misdemeanor offenses which is an obstruction of the highway and so 

forth. We made it clear since the very beginning we certainly we certainly respect the rights but 

we know there's a lot of tension out there right now we know there's a lot of emotions there's 

anger and frustration, there's hurt. there's outrage and we understand that and we certainly 

respect the right people have together peacefully to protest peacefully and and then we're going 

to protect that right. But at the same time, we're not going to tolerate any violence we're not 

going to tolerate and lawlessness and we're not going to tolerate and destruction of property. So 

I'm very proud of the fact when you look around what's going around this nation today and you 

see the violence and the protest of being taken place in other parts of this country not only the 

injury toward law enforcement but injuries towards those protesters that's not happening here in 

Baton Rouge and we certainly don't want it to happen, so we have the people here in place to 

handle any any contingency that may come forward and I'm very proud of the way all of these 

agencies have worked together. I thank the governor for his leadership because he's been a big 

part in bringing us all to the table and allowing us to to do our jobs. thank you. Yes ma'am... 



These were weapons that people were complaining in an effective arrest had. They were all 

loaded weapons, we don't know what those people's intentions were but if we didn't have any 

aggression with weapons towards our officers at office tours. I'm not sure I'm not sure I'm not 

aware of it.  

 

Gov. Edwards: Yes sir Well, I think we have to do better. I've said this before. I think at the end 

of this and and and in fact I'm very pleased that a lot of this is actually coming from law 

enforcement community first and directly. We're going to have to re-evaluate where we are in the 

way that we recruit and train officers with the way we train them in service training and that sort 

of thing. Their supervision to make sure that we engage in the best practices that are available 

nationally to make sure that we can deescalate situations and that the use of deadly force is is not 

employed is often going forward. I think there are ways to do that. I think that to pretend that 

they were not would do it deserves of this service to everyone and that's really what I mean about 

hearing people's voices and so we're going to continue obviously to allow them to access their 

first amendment right with respect to that but I want if they're waiting until they have 

confirmation from the governor that their voice has been heard I want to give that confirmation 

right now it has been heard. Kevin... No I think there's plenty of anger there's plenty of anxiety 

there's a lot of sadness in the community. It is obvious however that the behavior of the 

protesters was somewhat different before folks came from out of state the good news is the 

overwhelming majority of the protesters and I would say you know and I know it's a strange 

word to use but i am proud that that the vast majority of the protesters are engaging in a way that 

is lawful in nonviolent not seeking to destroy property and following the directives they've been 

given by law enforcement officers and so I'm not suggesting that there wouldn't be anger 

otherwise I just know that the situation is a little more difficult because of the presence of folks 

who are not from our community and I believe who have motives for being here that are 

inconsistent with those of most of the folks in Baton Rouge. David.. First of all that's happened 

it's happened earlier this week is happening today and by the way the Marches have been very 

very peaceful those have been the most constructive demonstrations today they are done in 

concert with the police department that is closing off streets to make sure that they stay safe they 

are able to march from wherever they want to march from to wherever they want to march two 

and they are kept safe and route it is not however appropriate to allow them to simply block a 

major thoroughfare like Airline Highway. We still have folks who may need emergency services 

that road gets people to hospitals it gets it gets fire departments and obviously the police 

department to where they need to be if there's a call so simply occupying and shutting down a 

major thoroughfare like airline highway is not an option. People who want to march they 

absolutely have that option they've exercised that and they done so responsibly and I want to 

thank them for that look.  

 

Thank you all for being here it's our expectation that things are going to remain a relatively 

peaceful and calm and that over the next few days. Hopefully, if people understand that their 

voices have been heard that they've exercised their rights and that we're going to continue to 

offer as much protection as we can to the public to the demonstrators and clearly to the law 

enforcement community so that we can get through this without any more difficulty than is 

absolutely necessary and you always members of the press play a vital part of this too so I want 

to thank you for what you're doing thank you very much well I will leave that up to the Baton 

Rouge Police Department. 



Chief Dabadie: Well I  want to echo a lot of what we've heard today from the governor from 

Colonel share the city is safe we want to let everyone know that we follow up on all credible 

threats that we've gotten the batteries place department is stretched in without the assistance of 

these other agencies we would be in trouble but with their assistance we were able to handle the 

calls for service that we still have you know we still have a city that it's running and you know 

we're going to continue to do that what is your question they were not present triple mark they 

wanted to bring the demonstration to be very different reactions we felt as a department and as a 

community that out of respect that and let me just say this we are in the area around the triple-s 

store on north Foster we are in the area but we felt out of out of respect that we would lay back 

and not have a heavy presence there the that has worked well because traffic is not stopped 

traffic has been able to move emergency vehicles have been able to get in and out so for us that 

that was an option now when they came to our complex then they started blocking airline 

highway as the governor said and everyone said that's a major thoroughfare that provides 

emergency services and we just can't allow them to block the highway for the purpose of just 

blocking the highway we have considered that we have decided not to impose that at this point 

but it's not off the table no it was my person that person work for me if you watch the whole 

video you saw a supervisor who is there for this reason grab that person and pull that person back 

and put the weapon down it only lasted for a couple of seconds we have to remember that as the 

colonel said monsters are human and they're tired they're scared there are things that happen on 

those lines and when those things happen that's the job of the supervisor who is on the scene 

immediately address that took that and then that is being addressed by us also I’m not going to 

release her name at this point there's a she's an undercover officer to my knowledge that has not 

happened everyone who has been arrested was in the street there is a process for the way that 

we've done this you know we didn't just get our gear and stand in the street this is a process these 

officers are highly trained in mobile field force in riot control gear it's in their training we 

identify the ones that are breaking the law we move the line forward we bring that person out and 

then we move the line back so they're there is a process to what we're doing it's not intent we're 

not in antagonistic I think is what you said we're not doing that we're being very efficient with 

our movement for the safety of our officers and for the protesters but remember that was it. 


